
Culture Counts General Election Toolkit #vote4culture @culturecounts 

 

The campaign to highlight the value of culture in Scotland 

 

Culture Counts for Scotland in the 2017 General Election 

This toolkit gives information on how to make your voice heard in the 2017 General Election and 

make sure that culture is part of the debate. 

 

What difference will it make? 

If politicians understand the value of culture, its protection can be embedded into our political 

framework ensuring that everybody benefits from the positive impacts to our society, health and 

economy . During election campaigns, candidates are receptive to ideas and questions, so now is 

the time to express your support for culture and quiz the candidates on their view. Not only will this 

ensure that culture is part of the debate but it will also mean that MPs entering the new UK 

Parliament, will be aware that this is an issue that matters to people. 

You may think that because responsibility for culture is devolved to the Scottish Parliament, these 

UK elections aren’t so important. In fact, there are many ways the UK Parliament impacts on culture 

in Scotland. These include the business framework in which artists and cultural organisations make 

their work, as well as how Scottish culture operates internationally and the influence of national 

agencies that work throughout the UK. For more information on why these elections are important 

for culture in Scotland, see the Culture Counts FAQs.  

 

What to do 

1) Find your candidates 
To find out who is standing in your area, you can visit the BBC election site here. Just enter your 

postcode and a full list of your candidates will appear. A list of all candidates standing in Scotland is 

also available on the STV website. 

Once you have the names of who is standing in your area, a simple internet search will give you 

information about the individual, often including their Twitter and Facebook pages. Political parties 

may also list their candidates, including giving contact details. 

 Scottish Conservatives 

 Scottish Labour Party 

 Scottish Liberal Democrats – click on the Scotland tab 

 Scottish National Party – click on the Candidates tab 

  

https://newculturecounts.files.wordpress.com/2017/05/general-election-2017-and-culture-in-scotland1.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/politics/constituencies
https://stv.tv/news/politics/1388688-general-election-2017-full-of-candidates-in-scotland/
http://www.scottishconservatives.com/people/general-election-candidates/
http://www.scottishlabour.org.uk/blog/entry/general-election-2017-candidates1
http://www.libdems.org.uk/candidates
https://www.snp.org/your_team
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2) Ask candidates a question on culture 
When you have found your candidates on social media, it’s quick and easy to send them a tweet or 

a message. You can ask them if they value culture in their area and how they will support it if 

elected. 

Example tweets are 

.@candidatename If you’re elected, how will you use your place in the UK Parliament to support 

culture in Scotland? #vote4culture  

or  

.@candidatename What’s your favourite cultural venue or event in our area & how will you support it 

as an MP? #vote4culture 

On Twitter remember to put a full stop at the start of your tweet so all your followers will see it and 

on Facebook, make your message publicly visible. 

You can use the #vote4culture hashtag to link to others asking similar questions. 

Candidates may also make their email addresses public online, so feel free to contact them and ask 

what they will do in the UK Parliament to support culture in Scotland. You can also send them the 

Culture Counts FAQs and ask for their response. 

Look out for any public hustings events where you can meet candidates and ask them questions in 

public or individually. 

3) Share what you know 
Use your social media to share the responses you get from candidates to get more people talking 

about culture in the elections. You can also share details of who is standing in your area with your 

friends and colleagues, to encourage them to find out more about their candidates before election 

day and get them thinking about culture in their area. 

Use the #vote4culture hashtag to highlight your posts and link with others around Scotland. 

 

How do the elections work?  

On Thursday 8th June, elections will be held for the UK Parliament. Each of the 59 constituencies in 

Scotland will elect one MP to represent them in Westminster. A total of 226 candidates are standing 

in Scotland, most represent political parties but some candidates are standing as independents. 

MPs are elected on a “first-past-the-post” system, with the candidate gaining the most votes winning 

the seat. Your ballot paper will list the names of all candidates and their political parties if applicable. 

You put one cross next to the candidate of your choosing. 

A guide to voting in the General Election is available from the Electoral Commission here.  

  

https://newculturecounts.files.wordpress.com/2017/05/general-election-2017-and-culture-in-scotland1.pdf
https://www.yourvotematters.co.uk/uk-general-election-2017

