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19th September 2018 

 

Dear Convener 

I write to provide some background information to the Committee’ consideration of the culture 

budget.  

Culture Counts works on behalf of a group of core members to place culture at the heart of policy 

making. The organisation and its members are committed to working openly and collaboratively. 

Collectively we increase the profile of culture; aligning, aggregating and amplifying the sector across 

policy areas. 

Culture Counts has recently been studying culture spend at local level. While we are aware that it is 

not the role of the Committee to scrutinise local government, we think the scale of the issue and its 

impacts on the wider cultural sector merits discussion at national level.  

Local authority budgets for the cultural sector have been subject to a steep decline since 2008. Local 

Culture Services expenditure in 2008/09 was £485million; by 2016/17 this had dropped to 

£412million (a total loss of £73million, over eight years, not including inflation). Staff including arts 

development officers are now rare and most authorities are now forced to charge for services which 

actively works against improving equal access and participation. Falling levels of disposable income 

are also having an impact: in 2008/09 income generated was £64million and in 2016/17 income 

generated was £48million.  

We are keen to see a budgeting approach which recognises the wider impact of culture on the 

health and wellbeing of our citizens. The Committee may be aware that Ireland has recently invested 

in an innovative agreement between Arts Council Ireland and the County and City Management 



Association,  where the national body works in collaboration with local authorities to support culture 

at local level1. We think this is a model which merits further exploration.  

In terms of the national culture budget, we warmly welcomed the Scottish Government’s response 

in the 2018-19 budget to our united call for increased resource to address the decline in Lottery 

funding.  We consider that there will be a need to continue this protection in future; Creative 

Scotland’s recent response to the Department for Culture Media and Sport enquiry into Society 

Lotteries highlights that the arts and culture sector may soon find it even more difficult to compete 

for funds in the coming years and so this and future budgets will need to take this into account2.  

Culture Counts will continue to work on the culture budget detail over the coming weeks and 

months; if we can provide any further information to the Committee meantime, please do not 

hesitate to let us know.  

Best regards,  

 

Jennifer Hunter  

Executive Leader 

Culture Counts 

@culturecounts 

T: 0131 248 4842 

M: 07895 345 638  

 

 

  
  

                                                           
1 http:// www.artscouncil.ie/uploadedFiles/FrameworkforCollaboration.pdf  
2 https://www.creativescotland.com/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/55714/Society-Lotteries-Response.pdf  
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