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Questions

1  Do you agree that the Action Plan should include:

Yes

Yes

Yes

Where you answered ‘No’ to any of the above questions – please provide your reasons why you did not agree.:

2  Do you agree that the 4 proposed overarching strategic actions are appropriate and will help to take forward the principles of the

UNCRC?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

3  Are there ways in which the proposed strategic actions listed above could be further strengthened? Please specify.

Are there ways in which the proposed strategic actions listed above could be further strengthened? Please specify.:

Strategic Action 4.6

While digital methods are useful, high quality in-person engagement on this issue should not be overlooked. Rights are an emotive subject and the Scottish

Government may find it difficult to engage if the opportunities to participate are not varied or emotive enough. The cultural sector (some of which are third-sector

organisations) are very experienced in how to engage well, how to increase participation and how to manage, simplify and explore complex subjects, the Scottish

Government should consider how to work with the cultural sector and the third sector to engage with children and young people in conversations about rights.

For example: Organising for young people to work with an experienced theatre company to write, direct and produce a play based on an Article within the UN

Convention for the Rights of the Child; and then touring that play around schools; while also making a digital copy available online; would be a fantastic way to

increase awareness and discussion of the issues; helping to establish a rights culture.

Scotland has a new strategic Outcome for Culture within the National Performance Framework: ‘We are creative and our vibrant and diverse cultures are

expressed and enjoyed widely’. Culture Counts is keen to ensure that all government departments are aware of the new outcome and how it may bring benefits

and increase impact across portfolio areas.

‘Expression’ is an integral part of the National Outcome for Culture and also features within Article 13 of the Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC); ‘The

child shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of

frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of the child's choice’.

Could the Scottish Government consider Article 13 of the UNCRC within the design of the framework and include digital and in-person activity?

4  Are there additional or alternative strategic actions that the Scottish Ministers should consider? Please specify.

4Are there additional or alternative high level strategic actions that the Scottish Ministers should consider? Please specify. : 

Strategic Action 4.4 

 

Culture Counts agree that local areas should be given more support to engage with children and young people when making local decisions that affect them; and 

that children and young people are empowered so that they can confidently express their views as Human Rights Defenders. 

 

Support delivered in collaboration with the cultural and third sector should be targeted in areas of high deprivation; where children and young people are more 

likely to experience ‘impostor syndrome’ and may find it more difficult to express their views. 

 

It’s important to have a variety of opportunities to participate. 

 

The Scottish Government supports BEMIS Empowering Ethnic Minorities and Cultural Minorities Communities in Scotland; who successfully use a range of 

cultural programmes including a film-series and a culinary-series to promote inclusion, democratic citizenship and human rights education. Further supporting 

BEMIS and organisations such as BEMIS would help to provide opportunities to participate; https://bemis.org.uk/. 

 

Culture Counts would be happy to provide further information to the Scottish Government showcasing how engaging in cultural activity can improve confidence



and enable people to express their views.

5  Are there any specific actions - not currently being progressed within a wider Scottish Government action plan, framework or other

initiative - that should be considered for inclusion within the Action Plan?

Are there any specific actions - not currently being progressed within a wider Scottish Government action plan, framework or other initiative - that

should be considered for inclusion within the Action Plan?:

Communications so far are in the format of word documents; which is not ideal if the aim is to increase the interest of young people in a rights culture. For those

of us outside of government; it’s difficult to see clearly, how actions within the report taken by the Scottish Government are directly related to the Convention for

the Right of the Child. It would be useful if digital communications were more visual and interactive; for example, create an interactive digital map to show how the

Scottish Government is meeting the aims of each article within the Convention of the Rights of the Child.

The Creative and Cultural sector have much to offer the Scottish Government in this area, we look forward to seeing how the sector is reflected within the final

action-plan and participation framework.

About you

What is your name?

Name:

Jennifer Hunter

What is your email address?

Email:

jennifer@culturecounts.scot

Are you responding as an individual or an organisation?

Organisation

What is your organisation?

Organisation:

Culture Counts The Collective Voice of Scotland's Cultural Sector

The Scottish Government would like your permission to publish your consultation response. Please indicate your publishing preference:

Publish response with name

We will share your response internally with other Scottish Government policy teams who may be addressing the issues you discuss. They

may wish to contact you again in the future, but we require your permission to do so. Are you content for Scottish Government to contact

you again in relation to this consultation exercise?

Yes

Evaluation

Please help us improve our consultations by answering the questions below. (Responses to the evaluation will not be published.)

Matrix 1 - How satisfied were you with this consultation?:

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied

Please enter comments here.:

Matrix 1 - How would you rate your satisfaction with using this platform (Citizen Space) to respond to this consultation?:

Slightly satisfied

Please enter comments here.:
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