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RISE 

“Respect for artists is vital and should be at the centre of all cultural policy. We must strive for 

acknowledgement of the artist’s right to work, and build an environment in which their work is seen 

for its true value - one which far surpasses economic gain.  

Artists reflect us as a nation, how we see ourselves and how we portray ourselves globally. Artists 

throughout history have defined our nation in paintings, in song, in the written word. We must 

respect and invest in our artists, for their cultural value is immeasurable.  

A true democracy needs debate generated by creative people, challenging the norm, exciting 

opinions in others.  

We must change the perception of ‘the arts’ to one which is seen as a serious employment option. 

RISE will argue for artists to receive state benefits without being forced to accept low paid service 

jobs.  

Scotland needs a BBC Charter committed to the use of creative artists who work in Scotland. This 

will help to ensure that we able to harness the harness the talent of our artists and better reflect our 

vibrant and creative nation.  

In recent years Local Authority cuts have had a huge impact on arts funding. RISE believe that 

funding for the arts in education is vital, and that creative subjects such as Music and Art should be 

core subjects in school curriculum.  

RISE wishes to see artists in residence in all primary and secondary schools, and would support 

moves for a set percentage of Local Authority budgets to be ring-fenced for arts and culture 

spending.  

RISE will also seek to increase funding for Creative Scotland, and ensure that no community is 

excluded from cultural provision. 

 

 

 

 

Scottish Conservatives 

“Our arts and cultural heritage is renowned the world over and we should continue to showcase it 

through free access to museums and galleries.” 

 



 

 

 

 

Scottish Greens 

“Scotland has a rich cultural heritage and we do well in sports on the international stage. Scottish 

Greens want to have more people take advantage of this. We will work to remove the barriers – 

financial, physical, cultural and psychological – to accessing culture and sport.  

Scotland can support public-sector provision of the arts: 

 Support for community arts. When budgets are under pressure, the arts can be an easy 

target. We believe that cultural and heritage activities are not luxuries but intrinsically 

valuable to social wellbeing. We will work with all local authorities to maintain provision of 

community arts and culture in their region at current levels, and expand opportunities where 

possible. 

 Funding to increase participation and diversity. We will increase funding to Creative 

Scotland, Scotland’s National Performing Companies and National Collections, enabling 

them to provide more opportunities for participation, outreach, and to target diverse 

audiences. 

 Measuring performance. We will introduce a new ‘Outcome for Culture’ across all 

government departments using the existing Scottish Government’s National Performance 

Framework, designed to capture more than economic outcomes alone. 

 Arts education. School drama, music and art classes are important for nurturing young 

people’s creative talents from an early age. We will support budget increases from within the 

education budget for arts education in schools. 

 Protection in planning policy. Cultural spaces such as studios and arts venues can come 

under threat from planning regulations. Scottish Greens will work to protect and encourage 

districts that enjoy strong cultural economies. We support a change in planning policy to 

ensure that these spaces are prioritised. Large developments can be required to provide 

cultural spaces to create more opportunities for the public to enjoy the arts. We will support 

measures to ensure that Noise Abatement Legislation can no longer be used to further 

restrict existing venues by future purchasers of nearby property and we will champion the 

need for a Scottish film studio. 

 

Scotland can support innovation in the arts and protect creators’ output:  

 Intermittent Work Scheme.  We will encourage diversity across the culture sector, with the 

introduction of an ‘Intermittent Work Scheme’ for working artists so that they are entitled to 

receive a monthly payment during breaks in work. This will help to ensure that people from a 

range of backgrounds are able to access employment and stay in the Creative Industries. 

 More spaces for culture and performance. We will encourage the use of publicly-owned 

empty space for cultural activity, and support ‘right of first occupancy’ and community right-

to-buy legislation to protect formal and informal venues for cultural activity and live 

performance across Scotland. 

 Legislative protection for artists not corporations. The Scottish Greens will support UK-

wide lobbying for the evidence-based reform of intellectual property and copyright legislation 

to promote the remuneration of artists rather than multinational corporations. We also 



support reform to the law of defamation in Scotland to ensure adequate protections for 

citizen bloggers, artists and civil society who inform and enrich our culture and debates. 

 Gender equality in the media. Portrayal of women in the media has a profoundly negative 

impact on gender equality. In 2013, men held 95% of editorial positions and 100% of political 

editorial positions in the UK’s daily newspapers. This is reflected in widespread stereotyping 

of women in the print and broadcast media, and lack of gender balance on screen. Our 

MSPs will push for the creation of a Scottish watchdog to monitor and challenge the lack of 

gender diversity, gender stereotyping and the sexualisation of women and girls in the media. 

 Scottish representation. We value the importance of culture and artists as the beating 

heart of our national identity and recognise that Scotland is a leader on the world stage. A 

thriving cultural sector is a key part of thriving tourism, innovation, and knowledge exchange. 

Our culture renews us and demonstrates that Scotland is a wonderful place to live, work and 

visit. Green MSPs support collaboration with Scottish and UK-wide Broadcasters to ensure 

they reflect, enable and present all of Scotland’s people and all of Scotland’s creativity. 

 Support cultural diversity. We believe the encouragement of cultural diversity is a 

prerequisite for cultural democracy. We will encourage gender balance and diversity across: 

cultural creators, producers, distributors, distribution channels and audiences, as well as 

those individuals responsible for governance and decision-making. We support cultural 

ventures in all the languages of Scotland, including measures to encourage the use of 

Gaelic, the Scots tongue and the languages of those from minority ethnic backgrounds.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scottish Labour 

“Creating arts and culture for all  

Our artists, writers, designers, musicians, film-makers and actors are at the heart of expressing who 

we are and who we aspire to be. We must harness that creativity and the contribution it makes to 

our economy. It’s an industry that generates more than £5 billion each year.  

That is why, rather than continuing with current cuts, we will protect spending on culture and the arts 

in real terms – a small investment that will bring massive benefit to our society and economy.  

Scottish culture is built on challenging our establishment, an attitude that has resulted in some of the 

best Scottish works of art and literature, that push our boundaries and expand our understanding of 

the world.  

All politicians talk about valuing cultural activity, and yet evidence shows that too many people are 

excluded. If you are poor, disabled, elderly or from an ethnic minority you are less likely to benefit 

from Scotland’s cultural life. In a time of financial constraint, the arts can come under pressure, with 

very little statutory protection.  

If we keep cutting culture, we risk losing the next generation of artists who will carry on the tradition 

of our vibrant cultural life in Scotland. The young person who has an amazing talent but no-one 

knows — not their teacher, perhaps not even them. That young person who will never discover that 

talent. That’s why we want every child to have the chance to learn to play a musical instrument.  

 



 

We want arts and culture to remain central to our national life. A Scottish Labour Government will 

create a First Minister’s Committee on the Arts, Culture and Creative Industries with membership 

from all sectors and regions.  

We are proud that a Labour Government opened up museums and galleries to all by making them 

free. That’s why we will maintain free access to Scotland’s museums and galleries and continue to 

ensure that young people are encouraged to visit.  

We recognise Scotland’s rich cultural heritage including Gaelic, Scots and Nordic. We will meet the 

current commitment to Gaelic education for all students that desire it.  

Local libraries are a source of inspiration, knowledge and enrichment for communities. They are an 

important focus for community learning and many people have their horizons widened and their 

imaginations fired by literature. We want to protect them from the threat of closure and help them to 

modernise with new technology and web based learning, so that the next generation of young 

people can explore the world from their own neighbourhood. The National Libraries strategy needs 

to be developed to foster a new ambition for the next generation. We will ask schools to partner with 

local libraries to give every child a chance to become a member and benefit from the library 

environment.  

 

 

Building a future in film and TV  

The BBC is one of Britain’s most valued institutions and following the Smith Agreement the Scottish 

Parliament has a contribution to the ongoing charter renewal. The BBC is also a significant provider 

of jobs and opportunities to the creative industries in Scotland. That is why there must be increased 

investment for BBC Scotland from within the licence fee settlement and greater commissioning 

responsibility for the nations and regions. The BBC and STV also provide the economy of scale 

required to sustain the skills necessary for a vibrant production sector in Scotland, and we will 

defend them.  

Film is an area where Scotland can compete globally but we face falling behind our UK counterparts 

due to a lack of film infrastructure, specifically a dedicated film and TV studio. Scottish Labour will 

work with the sector and interested developers to accelerate progress on a film studio in Scotland 

that would put Scottish film at the forefront. But this can only be the beginning. There is a clear role 

for government and its agencies to support the development and retention of skills, talent and work 

opportunities, ensuring the economic and cultural benefits of a studio are felt in Scotland.  

Leadership can be shown through the creation of a single lead body for the screen industry, acting 

as the first step towards cultivating a vibrant, exciting, and successful Scottish film and TV scene.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Scottish Liberal Democrats 

“An innovation Economy 

Encourage entrepreneurship and start-up businesses with new networking opportunities, enterprise 

education in schools, and the expansion of creativity, innovation and excellence through culture and 

sport 

 

Culture and Sport 

Active lifestyles help improve quality of life in later years, reduce mental health risks, increase health 

and employability, support stronger communities and develop good personal qualities. The 

promotion of sport has links to Scottish culture and tourism. We will support sport at all levels. We 

will use the additional money coming to Scotland as Barnett consequentials from the proposed 

Sugar Tax spending to develop a new initiative to increase participation in sport and physical activity 

in Scotland. For sport and culture we will:  

● Develop sport, tourism and culture activities around all major sporting and cultural events;  

● Support Event Scotland to secure major sporting events;  

● Make sure the opportunities exist after major events for people to take up the sport or activity at a 

grassroots level; 

● Encourage public sector organisations to value volunteering by their employees and help with 

flexible working to support it; 

● Establish an islands travel scheme for teams and individuals to compete in national events; 

● Continue to develop cultural and economic links with the worldwide Scottish diaspora;  

● Continue to support a BBC free from the control of government ministers;  

● Include participation and enjoyment of culture in the National Performance Framework to promote 

wide access. 

 

We support the development of the Scottish film industry. We think that the absorption of Scottish 

Screen into Creative Scotland has not been beneficial to the industry. We will:  

● Support development of a range of Scottish film studio spaces; 

● Create a more autonomous, dedicated screen agency either within the umbrella of Creative 

Scotland or stand-alone to promote the development of film facilities, and oversee the training and 

mentoring of young filmmakers, technical and creative staff.” 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Scottish National Party 

“A CREATIVE SCOTLAND  

Culture is important in and of itself and participation in culture is a force for good for individuals and 

society. Our culture and heritage has and continues to shape our experience of and about our 

nation and the world. It inspires us to question, challenge and see the world in different ways and to 

learn about ours and others’ experiences.  

We will continue to create the conditions for a confident cultural sector to develop and be successful 

and for our artists to be nurtured, developed and supported in their work.  

We want to foster a Scotland where people are confident to express their creativity, and a nation 

that is confident in participating on the world stage.  

 

A Creative Future  

We will develop Scotland’s first ever culture strategy based on the principles of access, equity and 

excellence. And in order to support our flourishing creative industries, we will establish a Creative 

Industries Advisory Board to advise Ministers directly on the support that the sector needs.  

2018 is our Year of Young People which provides a platform to drive forward the national youth arts 

strategy ‘Time to Shine’. We will refresh the Youth Music Initiative, provide support to young 

musicians and ensure that all young people have the opportunity to play an instrument by the time 

they leave primary school.  

We will provide support to give children greater access to cultural opportunities – as evidenced by 

the recent announcement of an additional £2.5 million of funding for Sistema Scotland.  

We will create a Cultural Experience Fund to ensure that every primary school has the opportunity 

to visit Scotland’s historic estates, theatres, museums and galleries.  

We will protect free access to our National Galleries and Museums. We will look to widen the touring 

of our National Collections – looking beyond traditional settings and going directly into communities 

and schools.  

We support the central role of Gaelic arts in engaging people with the language, and enhancing the 

relevance of the language to Scottish society. We will also provide support for the Scots language.  

 

Supporting Access and Production  

We are committed to funding and supporting Creative Scotland and our National Companies, and 

we will continue the International Touring Fund and increase flexibility to assist with future planning. 

We will develop a National Touring Fund for Theatre to help more theatre productions tour more 

often, providing more work for the theatre sector and more opportunities for more people to see 

productions across Scotland. 

We will enhance the Edinburgh Festival Expo Fund, particularly ahead of the International Festival’s 

70th anniversary, and examine how we can support performances to tour more widely across 

Scotland.  

We will work to create a single library card to be used at any council library in Scotland.  



We have delivered record screen sector support and we are committed to delivering permanent 

flexible studio space.  

We will create a new dedicated unit for film and TV, based within Creative Scotland, to streamline 

public sector support for the screen sector. It will combine expertise from our creative and enterprise 

partners, and oversee support from development to production to distribution, prioritising input and 

advice from the industry itself.  

We will continue to press for new TV and radio services for Scotland through the BBC charter 

renewal process. Should these not be delivered we will push for a new Scottish Production Fund to 

be established from a small share of TV licence revenue raised in Scotland. This would be open to 

any audio-visual production being broadcast on any free to air broadcaster.  

We will maintain our investment in BBC Alba as a vital part of Scottish broadcasting output, and in 

recognition of its contribution to the development of the Gaelic language.  

 

Protecting and Shaping Places  

2016 is our Year of Innovation, Architecture and Design and we will explore how Architecture and 

Design Scotland can support the development of high quality social housing, and examine how 

space standards in Scotland compare with the rest of the EU.  

2017 is our Year of History, Heritage and Archaeology and we will work with Historic Environment 

Scotland and partners to create a long-term Infrastructure Investment Plan for restoring, enhancing 

and conserving our built heritage environment. We will support Historic Environment Scotland, as it 

takes forward the nation’s first Historic Environment Strategy.  

We will work with partners to promote the South of Scotland as a visitor destination; particularly for 

heritage, culture and creative arts, wildlife and green tourism, and local food and drink. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UKIP 

“UKIP believes that the local pub is a cultural tradition which moderates drinking in a social 

environment. UKIP will make changes to the law to allow people to head down to their local for a 

pint.” 

 


